
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(3 March, 2021 – 29 March, 2021)

Item 5a: Ray Wind update: The Covid19 hardship fund is still available for businesses within the Ray Windfarm
catchment area and queries should be directed to admin@raywindfund.co.uk  Community and charitable 
organisations will be able to apply for funding from the Small Grants Fund, run through Community Foundation, 
when it opens for applications in mid April. Meantime grants of up to £500 can be applied through the Small 
Donation Fund.

Item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: Following a meeting with Neil Snowdon (NCC) I am waiting for an update 
from the NCC Design team for options to assist in preventing pavement car parking as well as speed restriction 
through Otterburn. Possible options highlighted by NCC included moving the 30mph signs at Bankfoot further 
out to beyond the top of the hill. Create a ‘build-out’ at foot of Bankfoot. Create a second ‘build-out’ at the other 
end of the village. Install speed restriction warning signs both ends of the village along A696. I am expecting an 
updated report from NCC and will share when received. 

Item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: Attending the latest Steering Group meeting on 17 March I learnt 
that Bruce Wilkinson will be taking over from Maria Hardy as the Project Manager of Revitalising Redesdale. His
most recent experience is having worked at Lake District National Park. Ideas for activites were discussed and 
are likely to rolled out from June, including guided walks, bioblitz, battlefield tours and archaeology. You will be 
asked to consider what possible activites / projects could be funded by the Community Heritage Fund. 

Item 5d: Northumbria Water Treatment Works legacy: The full funding has now been received towards the 
replacement speed indicator cameras at both ends of the village and we are ready to place the order. 
Unfortunately it does not look as if the proposal for a portable ANPR speed camera will be sanctioned by 
Northumbria Police. I have a promise that the Police are considering what actions can be taken to assist in 
reducing the speed of the many vehicles exceeding the limit through Otterburn and will share when I receive 
any response. NCC are also in the process of considering action that can be taken to help reduce the speed of 
some vehicles passing through.

Item 5e: Solar light at Play Area: I can confirm that the solar light has been repaired and that the corroded 
wire was the problem.

Item 5f: Solar light near Redewater View houses: I am still waiting for NCC to undertake the underground 
cable survey to confirm where the new solar light can be installed and as such there is no progress at this time.  

Item 5g:.Maintenance of the public toilets in Otterburn: I have shared the most recent response from Greg 
Gavin (NCC) and you will be asked to consider what, if any, action should be taken.

Item 5h: Street lighting near Council Depot: Having received positive responses from both Cllr John Riddle 
and Michael Carle (NCC) to have street lighting near the salt depot I am waiting proposals and timescales for 
the work as it would appear construction of the salt barn is nearly complete.

Item 5i: Bespoke litter pick up signs: I have shared the costs of possible signs and you will be asked to give 
consideration as to what additional action can be taken to tackle the ongoing dog mess problem in Otterburn. 

Item 5j: Building a better community: Cllr Peto will provide an update of the ‘Village in Bloom’ competition.

Item 5k: Flower boxes: You will be asked to give consideration to the purchase of bulbs and soil for the boxes. 

Item 5l: Community litter picking 2021: This event on Saturday 10 April, starting 10:00am has been 
advertised and I have submitted a request to NCC for equipment.

Item 5m: Proposed tree in Millennium Green to remember Elsie Kinghorn: I have had a request from Jean 
Turnbull asking whether a tree could be planted in the Millennium Green near the churchyard. It is hoped the 
community will provide donations for the tree and notice (from Slate & Nature). The tree being considered is a 
weeping cheery and you will be asked to consider this request.

Item 6b: Payment of invoice to R. Pendrich for the four flower boxes: You will be asked to sanction the 
payment of this invoice for £160.00.

Item 6c: Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for repair to solar light: You will be asked to sanction the 
payment of this invoice for £97.28

Item 8a: Future of shared lawn mower with St John’s church: The ride-on mower was jointly purchased in 
2013 but has not been used by the Parish Council for a number of years now. St John’s church are considering 
options following the retirement of Mary & Robert White and if no volunteers are forthcoming a decision will 
need to be made whether to sell the machine.  
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